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MPORT  TRADE  BY  COMMODITY 


The  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department  of  Com- 
merce, announced  today  that  the  increase  in  United 
States  imports  for  consumption  frcm  $1,036.6  million 
in  February  to  $1,235.3  million  in  March^,  a  rise  of 
about  19  percent,  reflected  increases  in  imports  of 
all  of  the  econcmic  classes  of  commodities.  The 
March  1961  imports  for  consumption  total  was  about 
ten  percent  below  the  March  1960  imports  for  con- 
sumption total  of  $1,369.0  million. 

The  Bureau  also  stated  that  imports  for  con- 
sumption for  the  first  quarter  of  1961,  valued  at 
$3,383.6  million,  were  about  12  percent  lower  than 
the  $3,826.8  million  reported  for  the  first  quarter 
of  1960. 

Imports  of  finished  manufactures  climbed  from 
$347.9  million  in  February  to  $421.9  million  in  March 
owing  chiefly  to  increases  in  imports  of  individual 
coEomodities  included  in  this  economic  class  as  fol- 
lows:   newsprint,  from  $48.1  to  $62.0  million,  steel 


See  the  Ifaich  1961  issue  of  Heport  No.  FT  900-1  for  sea- 
sonally-adjusted figures  for  general  imports.  Seasonally- 
adjusted  data  axe  not  available  for  imports  for  consumption 
or  on  a  cannodity  'basis. 


mill  products,  frcm  $17.1  to  $23.4  million;  burlap, 
from  $8.1  to  $13.0  million;  and  agricultural  machin- 
ery and  implements,  from  $10.5  to  $14.0  million.  The 
rise  in  imports  of  semimanuf actxires  from  $228.1  to 
$265.0  million  reflected  higher  levels  of  imports  of 
nickel  and  alloys,  from  $9.4  to  $18,1  million;  sawed 
boards,  plaaks  and  deals,  from  $18.7  to  $24.4  mil- 
lion; aluminum,  fron  $6.6  to  $10.4  million;  and  fer- 
tilizers and  materials,  fron  $6.4  to  $9.7  million. 


From  February  to  March,  imports  of  manufactured 
foodstuffs  climbed  from  $110.5  to  $142.9  million 
mainly  due  to  increases  in  imports  of  sugar,  fron 
$37.8  to  $52.6  million;  meat  products,  from  $21.9  to 
$31,5  million;  and  whislsy,  from  $11.4  to  $14.5  mil- 
lion.   A  rise  in  imports  of  coffee  from  $76.5  to 
$97,2  million  was  the  main  reason  for  the  increase 
in  imports  of  crude  foodstuffs  from  $139.7  to  $168.1 
million.    Imports  of  crude  materials  advanced  fron 
$210.3  to  $237.4  million  largely  as  a  res-ult  of  in- 
creases in  imports  of  crude  petroleum,  fron  $69.7  to 
$83.6  million;  hides  and  skins,  fron  $3.4  to  $7.3 
million;  and  unmanuf act\rred  wool,  fron  $6.0  to  $9,4 
million. 


EXPLANATION  OF  STATISTICS 


CXDVERAGE:    Import  statistics  include  merchandise 
imported  by    government  agencies  as  well  as    by  pri- 
vate importers,    but  exclude  American  goods  ret\amed 
by  the  United  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use. 
United  States  trade    with  Puerto  Rico    and  United 
States  possessions  is    not  included  in  this  report, 
but  the  import    trade  of    Puerto  Rico  with  foreign 
coTjntries  is  included  as  a  part  of  the  United  States 
import  trade.    Kferchandise  shipped  intransit  through 
the  United  States    between  foreign  countries  is  not 
included  in  import  statistics , 

VALUATION:    Import  values  are,  in  general,  based 
on  market  price  or    selling  price,  and  are,  in  gener- 
al, f  .o.b.  the  exporting  country.    Import  values  also 
exclude  United  States    in^Jort  duties.      None  of  the 
values  have  been  adj\isted  for  changes  in  price  level. 


EFFECT  OF  SAMPLING:    Formal  entry  shipments 
valued  less  than  $100  and  informal  entry  shipments 
valued  $250  or  less  (less  than  one  percent  of  total 
iii5)ort  value)  are  estimated  by  sampling.    These  es- 
timated values  are  shown  in  the    tables  of  this  re- 
port as  "Estimated  value    $l-$99  formal  and  $l-$250 
informal  entry  shipments"  and  are    arbitrarily  in- 
cluded in  the  total  for    "Finished  manufactures." 
The  largest  variation  from    rounding  of  figures  is 
$50,000. 

Further  information  regarding  coverage ,  valua- 
tion, etc.,  is  contained  in  the  "General  Explanation" 
in  foreword  of  Report  No.  FT  110.  For  ccnplete  state- 
ment, see  the  foreword    in  Foreign  Camnerce  and  Navi- 
gation of  the  United  States . 


Prepared  in  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Foreign  Trade  Division 
For  sale  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washington  25,  D.  C.    Price  10<,  annual  subscription  $1.00 

for  both  FT  930-E  and  FT  930-1 
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UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  FOR  CONSUMPTION  OF  MERCHANDISE,  BY  ECONOMIC  CLASSES  AND  LEADING  CONMODITIES: 

MARCH  1961  AND  SELECTED  PERIODS 

(Quantities  in  units  indicated;  value  in  millions  of  dollars.  Imports  for  consumption  are  a  total  of  imports  for  immediate  con- 
sumption plus  withdrawals  for  consumption  from  bonded  warehouses.  Figures  for  1961  are  as  originally  issued  %nd  have  not 
been  revised  to  include  published  corrections.  Figures  for  I960  include  revisions  published  with  the  December  1960  reports, 
or  earlier,  but  do  not  include  revisions  published  during  1961.  Totals  represent  sum  of  unrounded  figures,  hence  may  vary 
slightly  from  sum  of  rounded  amounts.  See  the  "Explanation  of  Statistics"  for  informatloi)  on  sampling  procedures.) 
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See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  FOR  CONSUMPTION  OF  MERCHANDISE,  BY  ECONOMIC  CLASSES  AND  LEADING  COftCDITIES: 

MARCH  1961  AND  SELECTED  PERIODS— Continued 


March 

February 

March 

Monthly  average 

Economic  class  and  comnodlty 

1961 

1961 

1960 

1960 

1959 
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See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  FOR  CONSUMPTION  OF  MERCHANDISE,  BY  ECONOMIC  CLASSES  AND  LEADING  COMMODITIES 
MARCH  1961  AND  SELECTED  PERIODS— Continued  v 


Economic  class  and  commodity 

March 
1961 

February 
1961 

March 
1960 

Monthly  average 

1960 

Finished  manufactures— Continued 

23.4 

17.1 

36.7 

24.8 

28.8 

9A 
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12.1 

10.4 

9.3 
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3.5 

3.1 

2.2 

1.5 

2.5 

2.2 

2.4 

5,4 

4.4 

5.7 

5.5 

4.9 

3.4 
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Estimated  value  $l-$99  formal  and  $l-$250  informal  entry- 

9.3 

8.4 

9.4 

10.9 

10.2 

■Includes  the  actual  weight  of  carbonized  wool. 

■For  an  explanation  of  the  sampling  procediires,  see  "Effect  of  Sampling"  on  front  page. 


